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The nene goose, which was 
almost a .gone one,. isn’t mudh 
to look at, hut he’s very rare 
and has just waddled . back 
into the news. 

He’s become of moment 
lately because Sen. Norris 
Cotton (R-N.H.) alleges that 
money that has not been au- 
thorized is being spent to save 
him from extinction. She, 
meaning the female nene 
goose, is also of moment, it 
should be added. If She isn’t 
saved too, the scheme won’t 
work. 

Cotton is not against the 
nene (pronounced neeney)] 
goose and, in fact, voted back 



in 1958 to spend money to 
save the bird. ' 

The nene goose is the State 
Bird of Hawaii for some rea- 
son. Apparently, it’s because 
two .Hawaiian islands,' Hawaii 
and ’ Maui, are. the only places 
he hangs out. He waddles but 
he doesn’t migrate. 

The Government wants to 
raise and protect the nones 
and' other rare birds and let 
them fly away and procreate, 
and increase. 

About $15,000 a year ' is 
spent preserving the nene 
goose, and it’s all right with 
Cotton, just ‘ so long as he 
thinks it’s authorized. It was 
authorized from 1959 through 
1964 under a special nene 
goose act, but since then, Cot- 



.[ ton’s office Says,* the Govern- 
j ment has spent $30,000' pres- 
erving the bird, though the 
speeial act has ended. 

. The . Interior . Department 
and all- the Hawaiian Senators 
|and Representatives say it 
isn’t so; .The money spent to 
keep those nene geese., alive 
jand procreating is authorized 
under other Federal acts de- 
signed to . preserve wildlife, 
they say, . . 

Anyway, Cotton, who is the 
I ranking Republican member 
on' the Senate Commerce 
Committee, -which . controls 
wildlife legislation, has just 
written to the General Ac- 
jcountimg Office about the 
matter. Cotton simply wants 
to see more method -in the 
preservation of the Nation’s 
rare wildlife, his spokesman 
said, 

But whatever happens, the 
nene goose has' made out well. 
Not too ihany years ago, there 
were practically hone of him 
and her— maybe 25 to 50, said 
a spokesman in the office of 
Sen. Hiraim Fong (R-Hawaii). 

And now, after ail the pres- 



ervation, about $100,000 of it 
on the Federal 'Government's 
part, there are believed to be 
at least several hundred, 
maybe 500. 

The nene goose is not an 
easy goose to have for a state 
goose, a man who knows said. 
He grew up in the islands and 
never saw a nene goose in the 
fleSh. He doesn’t mind; but it 
shows, he said, that the bird 
doesn’t move. If you don’t live 
on the islands of Hawaii or 
Maui, you won’t see the thing. 

Maybe once they flew or 
once they swam, a spokesman 
for Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-Ha- 
wadi) said, but now they don’t. 
They don’t go near the sky or 
the water. They don’t do 
much of anything, he said. 

They’re about the size of 
the. ordinary goose, and 
they’re gray and brown and 
have cream and white and 
Jblaok sections. Their feet are 
sort of webbed, but not 
enough to do them any good. 

“They’re , quite awkwark, 
really,” the Inouye spokesman 
said. “They just waddle 
around.” 



